Fear of death and dying in medical students: effects of clinical experience.
Changes in the perception of death and dying during medical training were assessed, to test the hypothesis that fear is increased by exposure to dying patients. In general, clinically experienced medical students did not consistently differ from clinically inexperienced students in the intensity of fear of death. The two groups did differ in the frequency with which they thought about death. Students with clinical experience reported thinking more frequently about their own dying process and about interacting with a dying patient.